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Hart EMC Members Getting Capital Credit Refunds

A

t its June meeting, the Board of Directors of Hart EMC
recently approved the return of $3.52 million in
patronage capital for members who received electric service
from Hart EMC during 1997 and 1998.
Members who received electric service from Hart EMC
during 1998 will be entitled to their share of 100 percent
of the capital credits for that year. Members receiving service during 1997 will share in the remaining 60 percent of
the capital credits for that year. The amount a member
will receive is based on his or her energy use for that
specified year.
As a nonprofit electric cooperative, Hart EMC assigns
any margins (would-be profits) to its members in the form
of patronage capital. Each year, after all expenses have been
deducted from the electric revenue billed, any remaining revenue is assigned to the accounts of members who
received electric service from the cooperative during the
designated year.
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Assigned margins are not immediately returned to
the cooperative members but are retained for a period of
time and used, in place of borrowed capital, as a source of
funding for distribution facilities and general utility plant
expenses. This enables Hart EMC to borrow less money and
thus incur lower interest charges and save money for its
members.
Later, the cooperative returns those margins to qualifying members through capital credit payments.
To reduce cost, individual members and businesses
that have active accounts will receive their refund on their
November bill as a credit. Inactive Hart EMC members
who were on our lines in 1997 and/or 1998 will receive a
check. Checks for less than $5 will not be issued, and that
amount will be added to a future capital credit payment
for the consumer.
Through December 2018, Hart EMC has returned $32.22
million to our members through capital credit distribution.
www.hartemc.com
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Low-cost Services for Hart EMC Members
Water Heater Maintenance Program

Surge Protection

For as little as $3.98 per month, Hart EMC’s water heater
plan is a great value. Hart EMC will repair or replace your
existing water heater free of charge for as long as you remain
a member of the program.
If you purchase a new water heater and agree
to pay $3.98 per month, you will receive a $100
rebate on your electric bill.
If you ever have any problems
with your water heater, call us 24
hours a day, seven days a week. We
will send out a licensed plumber to
check your water heater.
Water heater rebate
requirements:

Today’s homes have more appliances and electronics
than ever. Surge protection products help guard against
power surges and lightning, which are major concerns for
many Hart EMC members. You can have the peace of mind
knowing your appliances have a high level of protection
to help guard against power surges and lightning that may
enter your home through the electrical system.
Hart EMC offers surge protection, which can save your
investments by helping to prevent destructive surges from
damaging your home’s appliances and electronics. The
cost is only $5.75 per month, added to your electric bill.
Protect your appliances and electronics: Get surge protection today. Call (800) 241-4109 to sign up, and Hart EMC
will have a surge protector installed at your home.

•	Must join Water Heater Maintenance Program
•	Must be at least 30-gallon capacity or greater and
240 volts
•	Must be wired to 220-volt circuit breaker rated
at 30 amperes
•	Must have cutoff valve in case of emergency
•	Must be 1 year old or newer
Call (800) 241-4109 with any questions about the
Water Heater Maintenance Program.

Outdoor Lighting
With daylight saving time ending Nov. 3, the nights are
getting longer. Improve your safety and security with a Hart
EMC outdoor security light. They come in a variety of sizes,
and the prices depend on if you have a pole available or if a
new pole is needed.
If the light goes out, call Hart EMC and someone will
come out to repair or replace your bulb. Call (800) 2414109 with any questions about Hart EMC’s outdoor lighting
or to have a light installed at your property.

Slay Energy Vampires by Unplugging Unused Devices

Y

our home is full of vampires—energy vampires, that is.
Energy vampires are electric appliances and devices that
continue to use energy, even when they’re turned off. They’re
all over your home, and they can
suck the life out of your energy
bill, accounting for up to 20 percent of your electricity use.
Examples: cellphone chargers,
laptop computers, TVs, cable or
satellite boxes, DVR and MP3
players, automatic coffee makers, microwave ovens and other
devices with digital clocks.
Here’s how to slay the energy vampires in your home:
•	Unplug devices that you rarely use, like your DVD
player and the dusty TV in the guest room.
•	Put your computers into “sleep mode” so they

22B

Georgia Magazine

October 2019

automatically shut down after nobody has touched them
for a while.
•	When you unplug your mobile phone from the charger,
unplug the charger from the wall.
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Keep Your Home Warm This Fall Without Turning Heat On

A

s the weather cools and the temptation to crank up
the heat intensifies, consider ways you can warm up
your home a little bit without using electricity.
For example:
•	Invite heat from the sun
indoors. Open the curtains
during the day on windows facing south to let
sunrays in, and close them
at night to keep out the
chill.
•	If your windows are old,
single-pane or otherwise
drafty, cover them with
clear plastic so the cold outdoor air won’t penetrate
them. If they’re still drafty after that, cover them with
insulating drapes or shades.
•	Pump caulk into leaks around windows, doors and any
holes in the wall where cable or telephone cords enter
the home.

•	Schedule a maintenance check with a licensed HVAC
pro before it gets too cold outside. The tech can resolve
any issues that might cause your furnace to shut down
during the winter.

Hart EMC Foundation Operation Round Up Grants
OPERATION
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I

n the true cooperative spirit, Hart EMC
and its members help fulfill the cooperative mission—to improve the quality of
life for our neighbors and communities.
Your small change (an average of $6 a
year) does make a difference. By rounding up your electric bill to the next highest
dollar, you helped provide funding for the
following nonprofit organization in our
service area.
• Ferst Readers, Franklin County: $3,600
to provide quality, age-appropriate
books for children, birth to 5, mailed
to them at home each month.
• Community Partnership of Elbert Co. Inc.:
$3,600 to support Elbert County Read
at Home (Dolly Parton’s Imagination
Library).
• The Cancer Foundation: $3,000 to help

alleviate a cancer patient’s immediate
financial crisis by providing emergency monetary assistance for basic
life needs.
• Neighbors 4 Neighbors: $3,000 to stock
the food pantry and for the Food2Kids
backpack program that provides food
to schoolchildren for the weekends.
• Family Connections of Stephens County:
$1,665 to help with Child Abuse
Prevention and neglect.
If you would like to start rounding up
your electric bill, please call 1-800-2414109 or email angie.brown@hartemc.com.
November 1 is the quarterly deadline
to apply for an Operation Round Up grant.
The Hart EMC Foundation will meet in
November and select the recipients.

www.hartemc.com

22C

Hart

EMC

Hart Recipe of the Month

‘owned by those we serve’
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Tailgate Beans
Provided by Hart EMC
employee April Hart
Ingredients
½ pound ground beef
7 slices of bacon, chopped
½ cup chopped onions
½ cup brown sugar, packed
¼ cup ketchup
¼ cup bottled barbecue sauce
2 tablespoons mustard
2 tablespoons syrup
½ teaspoon chili powder
1 can pork and beans
1 can kidney beans (drained)
1 can lima beans (drained)

Directions
In skillet, cook ground beef and bacon,
stirring until lightly brown. Combine
ground beef and bacon with remaining ingredients in a greased casserole
dish. Bake at 350 degrees for 30 minutes or until bubbly.
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Hart Electric Membership Corporation is a
member-owned electric cooperative serving
more than 35,500 meters in Elbert, Franklin,
Hart, Stephens, Madison and Banks counties.

Planned Maintenance
October 2019
Tree Trimming and Bush Hogging—
Dewy Rose and Vanna
Spraying—Carnesville and Red Hill
Pole Inspection—Vanna

Hart EMC is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.
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