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Bright Ideas Grants Awarded to Local Teachers
T
he Hart EMC Foundation recently awarded
grants totaling $22,665.81 to 29 local teachers
to fund creative and innovative education projects
for students. These grants will benefit hundreds of
children in our communities.
Teachers have bright
ideas about how learning
can be made more exciting, effective and interesting. However, resources
are often not available.
The Bright Ideas grant program is designed to
assist these teachers by offering them up to $1,000.
Congratulations to these local teachers:
•	Big A Elementary: Erin Bemisderfer,
Shawna Snyder
•	Carnesville Elementary School: Kandy
Hardman, Kim Johnson
•	Elbert County Elementary: Dolores Bell,
Debbie Colley, Memrie Cox, Renee Dove,
Nicholas Wiles, Kathy Wood
•	Elbert County High School: Otis Cadd,
LeeAnn Cordell, Daniel Ulrich
•	Elbert County Middle School: Dixie McCarty
•	Hart County High School: Marvin McDuffie
•	Hart County Middle School: Leland Jones
•	Hartwell Elementary School: Andrea Gibbs,
Meghan Harris, Hannah Jordan

Liberty Elementary School grant recipients, from left, are Misty McFarlin, April
LaHayne and Cathy Doan.
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•	Liberty Elementary School:

Cathy Doan, April LaHayne,
Misty McFarlin
•	North Hart Elementary
School: Emilee Patrick
•	South Hart Elementary
School: Joshua McCurley,
Sommer Morris
•	Stephens County Middle
School: Chastin Dobbs, Kasey
Ivey, Erica Martin
•	Toccoa Elementary School:
Timothy Mitchell

Hartwell Elementary teacher Hannah
Jordan, left, is joined by Principal
Lydia Bennett.

Carnesville Elementary teachers Kim Johnson and Kandy Hardman, second
and third from left, are congratulated by Principal Karen Correa, Assistant
Principal Delina Wester and Robyn Vaughn from the Hart EMC Foundation.

From left, sharing the happy grant news are Elbert Elementary Principal Stephanie Wiles and
teachers Nicholas Wiles, Dolores Bell, Kathy Wood, Renee Dove, Debbie Colley and Memrie Cox.
www.hartemc.com
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Is Your Refrigerator Ready for Thanksgiving?
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f the Thanksgiving celebration is at
your house this year, your family
members aren’t the only ones who will
be stuffed. So will your refrigerator. Is it
up to the task?
An estimated 190 million refrigerators and refrigerator-freezers are
currently in use in the United States.
More than 68 million refrigerators are
over 10 years old, costing consumers
$5.5 billion a year in energy costs. By
properly recycling your old refrigerator
and replacing it with a new, ENERGY
STAR-certified refrigerator, you can
save more than $200 over the 12-year
lifetime of the product.
When shopping for a new refrigerator or freezer, read the EnergyGuide label. It tells you how
many kilowatt-hours of electricity the unit will consume in
one year of operation. Look for a refrigerator with the freezer
on the bottom or the top; side-by-side designs consume
more energy. Chest freezers are typically better insulated
than upright models.
Whether you’re buying a new fridge this year or not, follow these tips for more efficient use:
• Brush or vacuum your refrigerator’s coils regularly to
improve efficiency by as much as 30 percent.
• Keeping your refrigerator full will help your unit retain

cold better. If you have trouble keeping it stocked, fill the
extra space with bottles or containers of water.
• If your milk is frosty, reduce the refrigerator’s temperature.
Refrigerators should be set between 36 and 40 degrees Fahrenheit. Freezers should stay between zero and 5 degrees.
• Put a dollar bill in the door’s seal to see if it is airtight.
If the dollar slips out easily, so will cold air. If the door
does not seal properly, it may need to be realigned or the
seal replaced. Also, the door seal should be periodically cleaned to help prevent odors and to maintain the seal’s
flexibility.

Wash Dishes Once, Not Twice
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f you have the Thanksgiving gathering at your house, you’re bound
to have a lot of dirty dishes, pots and
pans. You can save water and energy
simply by using your dishwasher
the way the manufacturer intended,
because you won’t have to wash the
dishes twice. Here are five often-ignored best practices, for Thanksgiving
and every day:
1.	Stop washing your dishes before
loading them into the dishwasher.
Instead, scrape leftover food from
plates and bowls; rinse them; and
then load the dishes.
2.	Place dishes, glasses and flatware
in the dishwasher compartments
designed for them, so the machine

will clean them properly the first
time. A tip: Load sharp knives with
their tips down.
3.	Don’t jam dishes in. Leave enough
space between plates and bowls to
allow the water to circulate freely.
Likewise, don’t let a large bowl or
lid block the water spray so it can’t
reach the inside of other dishes and
glasses.
4.	Select the “hot water” setting to
remove dried-on food. Water
heated to at least 130 degrees
thoroughly dissolves the dishwashing soap and sanitizes the dishes.
5.	If your home has “hard” water, use
twice as much soap, plus a rinsing
agent.
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Notice of Patronage Capital Assignment for 2019

B

ecause Hart EMC is a nonprofit cooperative, revenue
collected in excess of expenses is eventually returned
to the co-op’s members. After each year is completed,
margins are assigned to members’ accounts so they can
be paid later as capital credits.
Assigned margins are retained for several years to be
used, in place of borrowed money, as a source of funding
for the construction of new lines and other utility plant
expenses. This helps the cooperative keep the cost of
providing services as low as possible. When financial

conditions are favorable, the margins are returned as capital
credits to the members.
The assignment is made by applying the percentage of the
cooperative’s margin (revenue in excess of expenses) to each
member’s total billing for the year (excluding sales tax). In
addition, margins are assigned to Hart EMC by other organizations with which it is associated, such as Cooperative Finance
Corp., Gresco and Southeastern Data Corp. The percentage
assigned from these associated organizations is assigned to
each member each year in the same manner as below.

2019 total operating margins + 2019 total nonoperating margins
_________________________________________

=

2019 total sales of electric energy

$ 13,911,164.22
____________ = 0.183463657
$ 75,825,176.78		

Hart Electric Membership Cooperative
2019 Patronage Capital Assignment Factors
If your total bills were:
(excluding sales tax)

Allocation
Factor

$500

$1,000

$2,000

2019 patronage capital
assigned for Hart EMC

0.181038879

$ 90.52

$ 181.04

$ 362.08

2019 patronage capital assigned
from associated organizations

0.002424778

$

$

$

2019 total patronage
capital assignment

0.183463657

$ 91.73

1.21

2.42

$ 183.46

4.85

$ 366.93

Is It Time to Renew Your GATE Card?

T

he Georgia Agricultural Tax
Exemption (GATE) card is issued by
the Georgia Department of Agriculture to
farmers and producers who are exempt
from sales tax on the inputs used in the
production of their commodity. Check the
expiration date of your card and renew by
Dec. 31, 2020, if necessary.
To continue receiving this sales tax
exemption from Hart EMC, you must

Hart EMC Newsletter

submit your renewed card to us no later
than Dec. 31, 2020. You may mail or
email a copy of your renewed GATE card
or bring a copy to our office. Mail to: Hart
EMC, Attn. Kayla Cook, P.O. Box 250,
Hartwell, Ga 30643 or email kayla.cook@
hartemc.com.
To apply for or renew a GATE card,
visit agr.georgia.gov or call 855-FARM TAX
(855-327-6829).
www.hartemc.com

20C

Hart

EMC

Hart Recipe of the Month

‘owned by those we serve’
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Cranberry Celebration Salad
Ingredients

1 15-ounce can crushed pineapple
1 15-ounce can whole berry cranberry
sauce
½ cup orange juice
¾ cup minced celery
2 tablespoons lemon juice
1 3-ounce package Jell-O (cherry or
raspberry)
½ c up pecans or walnuts, chopped
medium fine

Secretary-Treasurer, Hartwell

David M. Fleming
Hartwell

Johnny M. Peeples
Royston

Kay H. Reed
Toccoa

Donnie Cordell

Directions

Drain the pineapple and reserve
juice. In a pot, blend pineapple juice,
orange juice and lemon juice. Bring to a
boil and add Jell-O, stirring thoroughly;

add cranberry sauce and combine well. Transfer to a bowl and
refrigerate for a half-hour or until
the mixture begins to congeal. Add
remaining ingredients, stirring well.
Return to the refrigerator to set. The
mixture will not set up as firm as
regular gelatin does. Before serving,
stir very well.
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Operation Round Up Grant
Application Deadline: Nov. 6
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OFFICE HOURS
8:00 am – 5:00 pm
Monday through Friday
1-800-241-4109 for outages
24 hours a day,
365 days a year

HART EMC
TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Toll Free. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1-800-241-4109

Hart Electric Membership Corporation is a
member-owned electric cooperative serving
more than 35,500 meters in Elbert, Franklin,
Hart, Stephens, Madison and Banks counties.
Hart EMC is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.
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Holiday Notice
Hart EMC offices will be closed on the following dates:
• Nov. 26 and 27, for Thanksgiving
• Dec. 24 and 25, for Christmas
• Jan. 1, 2021, for New Year’s Day

Planned Maintenance
November 2020
Tree Trimming and Bush Hogging—Aquilla
Pole Inspection—Nancy Hart
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