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Emergency Member Refund Initiative

A

t its April meeting, the Hart EMC Board of Directors approved approximately $1.5 million
for an Emergency Member Refund Initiative. This refund will be for current active members of Hart EMC who were also members in 2019. The refund credit will be applied to the
May bill and will be based on the amount of patronage contributed by each member in 2019.
The Hart EMC Board of Directors approved this emergency measure in response to the hardships related to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Bright Ideas at Work in the Classroom

R

ebecca Ward, a second-grade teacher at
Liberty Elementary School in Toccoa, received
a $700 Bright Ideas educational grant from the Hart
EMC Foundation this year.
The title of her project was “Thrilling Science:
Hands-On Force and Motion.” It allowed her students to build roller coasters and robots while
helping them develop teamwork and problemsolving skills and explore the forces of push and
pull.
“These activities will provide concrete examples that will create memorable experiences for
students,” Ward says. “As a child, and now as an
adult, I have loved riding thrill rides at different
theme parks and fairs. Many students may not have
the opportunity to experience these rides outside
of the classroom. These items will provide students
with real-world experience of how these rides work
using the properties of physical science for a more
in-depth understanding.”
The Hart EMC Foundation awarded 40 grants
of $1,000 or less for a total amount of $25,000.
These Bright Ideas educational grants were made
possible from unclaimed capital credits.
Applications for the next round of grants will
be available in early summer. The deadline to submit grant proposals is Aug. 26.
Hart EMC is so proud of all the teachers and
educators in our service area.
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Rebecca Ward’s second-grade classes show off the roller coasters they made
as part of the project “Thrilling Science: Hands-On Force and Motion.” Ward
received a $700 grant for the project from the Hart EMC Foundation.
www.hartemc.com
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Nominating Committee
Appointed for 2020

Stay Safe Before,
During and After Storms

ccording to the cooperative bylaws, the consumermember is being notified in the newsletter that the
Board of Directors appointed the Nominating Committee
at their regular meeting on March 19, 2020. The following
were appointed:

f a natural disaster occurs,
there are a few things to
remember to stay electrically safe. Follow these
recommendations from the
Electrical Safety Foundation
International:
• Before the storm hits,
charge all phones and
other communication
devices. Then unplug all
electronics and move
them as high as possible to
avoid water damage from
flooding.
• Turn off the main power breaker feeding the home to
prevent surges to the wiring and equipment.
• After the storm blows through and you begin to evaluate
the aftermath, avoid flooded areas, which may be
electrified.
• Do not use any electrical equipment or electronics that
have been submerged.
• If flooding has occurred, have the electrical system
checked out by a qualified electrical inspector.
• If you’re using a generator, ensure that a qualified
electrician installed it and make sure to use a listed and
approved transfer switch and ground-fault
circuit interrupter protection.
• Protect your home with carbon
monoxide detectors.
• When venturing outside, be aware of
your surroundings. If you encounter
a fallen power line, stay at least 35 feet
away. Do not touch any objects the line may
be laying on—such as a fence, a car or a light pole—as
the object could be energized. If others are around, alert
them to stay away. Call 911 to report the downed line.

A

•	Dan W. Stroud, P. O. Box 192, Franklin Springs, GA
30639-0192

•	James R. Bellamy, 282 McMurray Circle, Toccoa, GA
30577-8870

•	Annette H. Collins, 2174 Dove Drake Road,
Royston, GA 30662-6042

•	Edward Banister, 130 Pineview Lane, Hartwell, GA
30643-3318

•	David A. Roberts, 494 Roberts Lane, Carnesville, GA
30521-3337

•	George K. Scarborough, 1833 Washington Hwy,
Elberton, GA 30635-4870

•	Larry Skelton, 1492 Liberty Hill Church Road,
Hartwell, GA 30643-4950

•	Barry Reece, 3100 Athens Road, Royston, GA
30662-3281

•	Benjamin Fortson, 2649 Washington Hwy,
Elberton, GA 30635-5519
This committee will meet Monday, May 4, 2020, at 7
p.m. at the Hart Electric Membership Corp. office at 1071
Elberton Hwy., in Hartwell, Ga.
The committee will be nominating persons to fill
openings for director from District 1 (Elbert and Madison
counties) and District 3 (Franklin and Banks counties).

I

Memorial Day Closing
Hart EMC’s offices will be closed Monday, May 25.
Report any outages at 1(800) 241-4109.
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Hart EMC Bylaws
ARTICLE I: MEMBERSHIP

SECTION 1.01. Eligibility. Any natural person, firm,
association, corporation, business or other trust, partnership, federal agency, state or political subdivision
thereof, or any body politic (each hereinafter referred
to as “person,” “applicant,” “him” or “his”) shall be
eligible to become a member of, and at one or more
premises owned or directly occupied or used by him, to
receive electric service from Hart Electric Membership
Corporation (hereinafter called the “Cooperative”). No
person shall hold more than one membership in the
Cooperative, and no membership shall be transferable,
except as set forth below.
SECTION 1.03. Membership Fee; Service Security
and Facilities Extension Deposits; Contribution in Aid of
Construction. The membership fee shall be as fixed from
time to time by the Board of Directors. The membership
fee (together with any service security deposit, service
connection deposit or fee, facilities extension deposit or
contribution in aid of construction or any combination
thereof, if required by the Cooperative) shall entitle the
member to one service connection. A service connection
deposit or fee, in such amount as shall be prescribed by
the Cooperative (together with a service security deposit,
a facilities extension deposit or a contribution in aid of
construction, or any combination thereof, if required by
the Cooperative) shall be paid by the member for each
additional service connection requested by him.
SECTION 1.04. Joint Membership. A husband and
wife, by specifically so requesting in writing, may be
accepted into joint membership or, if one of them is
already a member, may automatically convert such
membership into a joint membership by jointly executing a membership application. The words “member,”
“applicant,” “person,” “his” and “him,” as used in these
Bylaws, shall include a husband and wife applying for
or holding a joint membership, unless otherwise clearly
distinguished in the text; and all provisions relating to the
rights, powers, terms, conditions, obligations, responsibilities and liabilities of membership shall apply equally,
severally and jointly to them. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing:
(a) the presence at a meeting of either or both shall
constitute the presence of one member and a joint waiver
of notice of the meeting;
(b) the vote of either or both shall constitute, respectively, one joint vote;
(c) notice to, or waiver of notice signed by both shall
constitute, respectively, suspension or termination of the
joint membership; and
(d) each, but not both concurrently, shall be eligible
to serve as a director of the Cooperative, but only if both
meet the qualifications required therefor.
SECTION 1.05. Acceptance Into Membership. Upon
complying with the requirements set forth in Section 1.01,
1.02 and 1.03, any applicant shall automatically become a
member on the date of his connection for electric service,
UNLESS the Board of Directors shall determine that the
applicant is not willing or is unable to satisfy and abide by
the Cooperative’s terms and conditions of membership
or that such application should be denied for other good
cause.

Failure to hold the annual meeting at the designated
time and place shall not work a forfeiture or dissolution
of the Cooperative.
SECTION 3.03. Notice of Member Meetings.
Written or printed notice of the place, day and hour of
the meeting and, in case of a special meeting or of an
annual meeting at which business requiring special
notice is to be transacted, the purpose or purposes
of the meeting shall, except as provided in Section
46-3-382, 46-3-401 and 46-3-420,O.C.G.A., be delivered
to each member not less than five (5) days nor more
than ninety (90) days prior to the date of the meeting,
by any reasonable means, by or at the direction of the
President, the Secretary, (or, in the case of a special
meeting, at the direction of him or those calling the
meeting). Reasonable means of providing such notice
shall include but not be limited to United States mail,
personal delivery, the Cooperative’s monthly newsletter
and /or its monthly insert, if any, in Georgia Magazine,
or member service billings. No proposal to amend the
Cooperative’s charter, or to dissolve the Cooperative, or
to consolidate or merge the Cooperative with another
corporation, or any matter the carrying of which, as provided by law or these Bylaws, requires the affirmative
votes of at least a clear majority of all the Cooperative’s
then members shall be acted upon at any meeting of
the members unless notice of such matter shall have
been contained in the notice of the meeting. If mailed,
such notice shall be deemed to be delivered when
deposited in the United States mail, addressed to the
member at his address as it appears on the records
of the Cooperative, with postage thereon prepaid,
and whether mailed first class or not, postmarked at
least five (5) days prior to the meeting date. In making
such computation, the date of the meeting shall not be
counted. The incidental and nonintended failure of any
member to receive such notice shall not invalidate any
action which may be taken by the member at any meeting of the members shall constitute a waiver of notice
of such meeting unless such attendance shall be for
the express purpose of objecting to the transaction of
any business, or one or more items of business, on the
ground that the meeting shall not have been lawfully
called or convened. Any member attending any meeting
for the purpose of making such objection shall notify the
Secretary prior to or at the beginning of the meeting of
his objection.

ARTICLE IV: DIRECTORS

SECTION 4.01. Number and General Powers. The
business and affairs of the Cooperative shall be managed by a board of not fewer than seven (7) or more
than nine (9) directors. The board shall exercise all of
the powers of the Cooperative except such as are by
law or by the Cooperative’s Articles of Incorporation
or Bylaws conferred upon or reserved to the members.
The board may appoint or elect from its own membership one or more committees, each consisting of at
least two directors, for the purpose of serving in an
advisory or recommendatory capacity to the board.
SECTION 4.02. Qualifications. No person shall be
eligible to become a director of the Cooperative who
is a close relative of an incumbent director or of an
employee of the Cooperative, or has not been a memARTICLE III: MEETINGS OF MEMBERS
SECTION 3.01. Annual Meeting. For the purposes of ber in good standing of the Cooperative and receiving
electing directors, hearing and passing upon reports cov- service therefrom at his primary residential abode for a
ering the previous fiscal year, and transacting such other period of at least two years. No person shall be eligible
to become or remain a director of, or to hold any other
business as may properly come before the meeting, the
annual meeting of the members shall be held at such time position of trust in, the Cooperative who is in any way
and at such place in one of the counties in Georgia within employed by or financially interested in a competing
enterprise, or a business selling electric energy or
which the Cooperative serves, and beginning at such
supplies to the Cooperative, or a business primarily
hour, as the Board of Directors shall from year to year
engaged in selling electrical or plumbing appliances,
fix. It shall be the responsibility of the Board of Directors
fixtures or supplies to, among others, the members of
to make adequate plans and preparations for, and to
the Cooperative, or who holds full-time public elected
encourage member attendance at, the annual meeting.
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office for compensation. Notwithstanding, any of the
foregoing provisions of this Section treating close relative relationships, no incumbent director shall lose
eligibility to remain a director or to be re-elected as
a director if he becomes a close relative of another
incumbent director or of a Cooperative employee
because of marriage to which he was not a party or
if the employee was employed by the Cooperative
prior to the date of the director’s initial election.
Upon establishment of the fact that a nominee for
director lacks eligibility under this Section or as may
be provided elsewhere in these Bylaws, it shall be
the duty of the Credentials and Election Committee,
or the chairman presiding at the meeting at which
such nominee would otherwise be voted upon, to
disqualify such nominee. Upon the establishment
of the fact that any person being considered for, or
already holding, a directorship or other position of
trust in the Cooperative lacks eligibility under this
Section, it shall be the duty of the Board of Directors
to withhold such position from such person, or to
cause him to be removed therefrom, as the case
may be. Nothing contained in this Section shall, or
shall be construed to, affect in any matter whatsoever the validity of any action taken at any meeting
of the Board of Directors, unless such action is
taken with respect to a matter which is affected by
the provisions of this Section and in which one or
more of the directors have an interest adverse to
that of the Cooperative.
SECTION 4.03. Election. Subject to the provisions of Section 3.05, at each annual meeting of
the members, directors shall be elected by secret
written ballot by the members; PROVIDED, that
when the number of nominees does not exceed the
number of directors to be elected from a particular
Directorate District, secret written balloting may be
dispensed with in respect to that particular election
and voting may be conducted in any other proper
manner. Directors shall be elected by a plurality of
the votes cast unless the members in advance of
any balloting resolve that a majority of the votes cast
shall be required to elect, and this Bylaw provision
shall be drawn to the attention of the members and
explained to them prior to any balloting. Drawing by
lot shall resolve, where necessary, any tie votes.
SECTION 4.04. Tenure. Directors shall be so
nominated and elected that one director from or
with respect to each of Directorate Districts Nos.
One and Three shall be elected for three-year
terms at an annual member meeting; one director
from or with respect to each Directorate Districts
Nos. Two and Three shall be elected for threeyear terms at the next succeeding annual member
meeting; and one director from or with respect to
each Directorate Districts Nos. One, Two, and Four
shall be elected for three-year terms at the next
succeeding annual member meeting, and so forth;
PROVIDED, that the terms of no two directors from
the same Directorate District shall coincide. Upon
their election, directors shall, subject to the provisions of these Bylaws with respect to the removal
of directors, serve until the annual meeting of the
members of the year in which terms expire or until
their successors shall have been elected and shall
have qualified. If for any reason an election of directors shall not be held at an annual meeting of the
members duly fixed and called pursuant to these
Bylaws, such election may be held at an adjournment of such meeting or at a subsequently held
special or the next annual meeting of the members.
Failure of an election for a given year shall allow the
incumbents whose directorships would have been
voted on to hold over only until the next member
meeting at which a quorum is present.

www.hartemc.com
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Hart Recipe of the Month

‘owned by those we serve’
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Galen Mills

Chairman, Elberton

Guerry Hall

Vice Chairman, Carnesville

Jerry Snow
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David M. Fleming
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Royston
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Jeff Murphy
President/CEO

Keith Brown, P.E.
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Russell Shirley

Lasagna
Submitted by Hart EMC employee Leslie Leverett on behalf of her
mother, Raymona Harbert
Ingredients
1 pound ground turkey
½ teaspoon garlic powder
3 tablespoons parsley
2 small cans tomato paste
1 pound shredded Mozzarella cheese
16 ounces cottage cheese
1 teaspoon basil
2 15-ounce cans tomato sauce
1 package noodles
½ cup Parmesan cheese
2 eggs, beaten
½ teaspoon pepper
1 teaspoon salt
Directions
Crumble turkey in a pan, cook and drain. Add garlic powder, 1 tablespoon
parsley, basil, ½ teaspoon salt, tomato sauce and tomato paste. Simmer about
30 minutes. Cook noodles according to package and drain. Combine cottage cheese,

Senior Vice President,
Technical Services

eggs, ½ teaspoon salt, pepper, 2 tablespoons parsley, parmesan cheese and mix

Ed Hoy, P.E.

well. Spread ¼ cup meat sauce in 9-by-13-inch pan. Layer half of each: Noodles,

Vice President,
Engineering & Operations

Angie Brown

Editor, Director of Public Relations

cottage cheese mixture, mozzarella cheese and meat sauce. Repeat layers. Bake
at 375 degrees for 30 minutes. Top with additional mozzarella cheese during last
5 minutes. Allow to cool 10 minutes before serving.

OFFICE HOURS
8:00 am – 5:00 pm
Monday through Friday
1-800-241-4109 for outages
24 hours a day,
365 days a year

HART EMC
TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Toll Free. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1-800-241-4109

Hart Electric Membership Corporation is a
member-owned electric cooperative serving
more than 35,500 meters in Elbert, Franklin,
Hart, Stephens, Madison and Banks counties.

Planned Maintenance
May 2020
Tree Trimming and Bush Hogging—Sandy Cross
and Lavonia
Pole Inspection—Reed Creek
Spraying—Heardmont and Reed Creek

Hart EMC is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.
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