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Hart EMC Proudly Supports FFA

H

art EMC has sponsored and supported local FFA
chapters for at least 75 years. This sponsorship
stems from our rural roots in our six-county service area.
When you think about FFA, you probably automatically think “Future Farmers of America.” But did
you know this is no longer what the organization is
called? While the acronym historically stood for Future
Farmers of America, it is now called “The National FFA
Organization.” The name changed in 1988 to reflect the
growing diversity of agriculture.
Through FFA, students abide by a 12-word motto:
Learning to Do, Doing to Learn, Earning to Live, Living
to Serve. FFA makes a difference in the lives of students
by encouraging them to be educated, motivated and
service minded through career and leadership development events, conferences, local competitions and exercises in the classroom.
Members develop skills they will take with them
when they enter the workforce and throughout their
career. These skills aren’t learned from a textbook but
are organized and demonstrated by dedicated FFA
advisers and other FFA members through hands-on
learning and service.
Hart EMC sponsors events such as the EMC/FFA
Wiring Contest, the Hart EMC Blue Ribbon Cattle Show,
the Straight from the Hart EMC Goat Show and the
Hart EMC Pig Classic. Hart EMC is proud to continue
our active support of FFA and their commitment to
developing the next generation of leaders.

A brother-sister duo from Jackson County won the Hart EMC Pig Classic.
From left are Jeff Murphy, Hart EMC President/CEO; Savannah Page, Grand
Champion; Carson Page, Reserve Grand Champion; Riggin Barham, judge;
and Phil Page, the students’ father.

More photos on page 24B
Chap Alford,
3-year-old
son of Todd
and Holly
Alford, of
Bowman,
has some
fun at the
Hart EMC
Pig Classic.
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Grand Champion Commercial Heifer Zoie Boling, right, poses with (from
left) Hart EMC’s Angie Brown; Zoie’s cousin, Josey Brooks; and her grandfather, Fred Weaver.
www.hartemc.com
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Grand Champion
Steer winner
Landry Tolbert,
right, poses
with Judge Fred
Rayfield, Landry’s
mother and
Angie Brown
of Hart EMC at
the Hart EMC
Blue Ribbon
Challenge Cattle
Show.
First-place Wethers winner Victoria Wright,
from Franklin County, center, is joined by Hart
EMC’s Angie Brown and Judge Lori Edwards at
the Straight from the Hart EMC Goat Show.

Straight from the Hart EMC Goat Show firstplace winner in the Does category is Larson
Craft, from Hart County.

Eli Hallford, from Franklin County, competes in the FFA/EMC wiring contest.

Update Your Information
From power outages to helping
with your account, it is important
for Hart EMC to know how to reach
you. Have you canceled your home
phone and now just rely on a cellphone? Have you updated an email address? So that
we can better serve you, update your information by
calling Hart EMC at 1-800-241-4109.
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Increase in Minimum
Bill Coming in June
Beginning June 1, 2020, the minimum
bill for Hart EMC members will increase
by $2.50 per month. This increase more
accurately reflects the true cost of service
to provide power to a location.
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Electric Co-Op Members
Can Take Steps to Fight Fraud
BY DERRILL HOLLY

O

“Never give banking information over the phone
ur increasingly connected world is giving
unless you place the call to a number you know is
scammers more opportunities to connect
legitimate,” Lake says.
with unsuspecting consumers, and local
There has also been an uptick in doorauthorities, utilities and other businesses
to-door scams by people claiming to
are working overtime to keep people
represent utility providers, such as
informed. They suggest that the
Hart EMC.
adage “if you see (or hear) someRepresentatives knock or
thing, say something” can help
ring the doorbell and offer to
prevent you, your family or
replace or repair a meter or
your business from being
other device, or they solicit
victimized.
personal information to sign
“The Federal Trade
up consumers for programs that
Commission (FTC) has been
supposedly could reduce their
hearing about scammers imperenergy bills.
sonating utility companies in an
They may try to charge you for
effort to get your money,” says
the phony service, sell you unnecLisa Lake, a federal consumer
essary products, collect personal
education specialist for the FTC.
information for use in identity
“Your reports help us fight these
theft or simply gain entry to steal
scams.”
valuables, officials say.
Electric cooperatives are
Variations on the impostor
High-pressure demands are a
among the businesses and concommon
tactic in many schemes.
sumer organizations supporting
scam are becoming more
Urging immediate decisions or
Utilities United Against Scams
common. Some scammers now
actions—such as immediate pay(UUAS). The international conment, particularly by a gift card,
sortium of electricity, natural
claim an overpayment is the
wire transfer, cellphone or thirdgas, water and sewer providers
party computer app—should raise
and their industry associations is
reason for their telephone call
serious concerns.
sharing information about payto a consumer.
Utility-connected scams are
ment scams, identity theft, and
common because utility services
sales and service schemes.
are essential. Lighting, heating,
Impostor scams are the
water and sewage services are all part of modern living, so
most common type of fraud reported to the Federal Trade
any threat of service disconnections can cause a lot of anxiety.
Commission, according to UUAS officials. Impersonators
Your first defense is personal awareness of your account
call homes and small businesses to demand payment for
status, including knowing whether balances are up to date.
supposedly delinquent bills and threaten to terminate
This is becoming more important as scammers increasingly
service.
use automatic dialers or robocalls to seek potential marks.
The frequency of the calls picks up during peak heat“Even if the caller insists you have a past-due bill, that’s a
ing and cooling seasons, in part because consumers are
big red flag,” Lake says. “Contact the utility company directly
most concerned when temperature extremes increase the
using the number on your paper bill or on the company’s
urgency of maintaining utility service.
website. Don’t call any number the caller gave you.”
Variations on the scam are becoming more common.
Derrill Holly writes about consumer and cooperative affairs
Some scammers now claim an overpayment is the reason
for the Arlington, Va.-based National Rural Electric Cooperative
for their telephone call to a consumer. They make contact
Association, the national trade association representing more
in an attempt to get banking information so they can “prothan 900 local electric cooperatives.
cess a refund.”
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Hart Recipe of the Month

‘owned by those we serve’

ALONG THESE LINES
Official Publication of Hart EMC
Published Monthly
For all Members and Consumers

Lime Marshmallow Salad
Submitted by Bobbie McCurley, EMC member
Ingredients

Hart Electric Membership
Corporation
P.O. Box 250
Hartwell, GA 30643

1 cup boiling water

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

40 miniature marshmallows

1 package lime gelatin
1 4-ounce package cream cheese

Galen Mills

½ cup mayonnaise

Guerry Hall

1 small can crushed pineapple, drained

Chairman, Elberton
Vice Chairman, Carnesville

Jerry Snow

1 cup pecans, chopped

Secretary-Treasurer, Hartwell

David M. Fleming
Hartwell

Johnny M. Peeples

Directions
Add gelatin to water, mixing well. Stir in cream cheese and marshmallows until

Royston

all is melted. Place in refrigerator until slightly congealed. Then add mayonnaise,

Kay H. Reed

pineapple and nuts, beating with mixer until well blended. Place in 9-by-13-inch

Toccoa

Donnie Cordell

Pyrex dish. Refrigerate until ready to serve.
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Placing hot food in the refrigerator
makes the appliance work harder than
necessary, using more energy. Allow
food to cool down before you place it
in the fridge.

OFFICE HOURS
8:00 am – 5:00 pm
Monday through Friday
1-800-241-4109 for outages
24 hours a day,
365 days a year

HART EMC
TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Toll Free. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1-800-241-4109

Hart Electric Membership Corporation is a
member-owned electric cooperative serving
more than 35,500 meters in Elbert, Franklin,
Hart, Stephens, Madison and Banks counties.

Planned Maintenance
March 2020
Bush Hogging and Tree Trimming—Sandy Cross
and Lavonia
Pole Inspection—Reed Creek
Spraying—Heardmont and Reed Creek

Hart EMC is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.
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