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Hart Regional Arts Council
Receives Sharing Success Grant

Board members of Hart EMC and the Hart Regional Arts Council gather for the grant presentation.

H

art EMC is pleased to announce the Hart Regional Arts
Council is the recipient of a CoBank Sharing Success
grant. The arts council was awarded two checks totaling
$10,000—$5,000 each from Hart EMC and CoBank. The
grant will be used for a new heating, ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC) system and for electrical upgrades in the
Art Center annex.
The Hart Regional Arts Council is housed in a beautiful
gallery and arts programming facility in a historic building at
338 E. Howell St., on the square in Hartwell. The Art Center,
as it is called, serves Hart, Franklin, Elbert and surrounding
counties. Its mission is to develop, coordinate and promote
all the arts: visual, performing and literary.
The Art Center space is used to capacity with classes
and workshops offered to the public. A summer art camp for
local children, exhibits, workshops, art classes, photography
guild and a community chorus are a few of the many events
held here.
“Thanks to our board of directors and CoBank, the

Hart EMC Newsletter

Sharing Success grant enables Hart EMC to give back to the
communities we serve,” says Angie Brown, Public Relations
Director of Hart EMC. “Concern for Community is one of the
guiding principles of cooperatives, and Hart EMC is thankful
to have the opportunity to support our local region.”
“On behalf of the board of directors of Hart Regional
Arts Council, we could not be more excited and thrilled to
receive this matching grant from Hart EMC and CoBank,”
says Debra Taylor, President of the Hart Regional Arts
Council. “Our board is working diligently to raise money
to renovate our annex building so that we can better serve
our surrounding communities. Our endeavor is to offer
access to local, regional and traveling exhibits; educational
workshops, camps and studio time for children and adults
to learn and develop each of our talents and to express individual creativity.
“The expanded building will offer educational classrooms, more exhibit space and a gift area for participating
Continued on page 22D
www.hartemc.com
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Washington Youth Tour: Learning, Fun and Friends

E

KATHRYN CLAXTON

ach year, Hart EMC sponsors local high
school students to represent Hart EMC as
delegates on the Washington Youth Tour (WYT),
a weeklong adventure in our nation’s capital. The
trip is a fast-paced, up-close, once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity to see the sights and people at the
center of our government. It is jampacked with
visits to historical sites and famous attractions
throughout Washington, D.C.
Participating in the WYT is an awesome way
to learn about this great nation, see what our flag
stands for, develop leadership skills, gain a better
understanding of electric cooperatives and make
friendships that will last beyond the week.
Jesse Robertson, one of Hart EMC’s 2019 WYT
delegates, says, “Arlington National Cemetery was
my favorite stop. This stop was very emotional.
Seeing the hundreds of thousands of graves there
Mount Vernon, the home of George Washington, was just one stop during the whirlwind
showed me just how truly blessed we are to live in
week for 2019 Washington Youth Tour delegates Jesse Robertson and Brooke Bridges.
the freest country on earth.”
“It has truly been a life-changing trip, and I am honored to
chaperones, students and families. The next day, the Georgia conhave represented Hart EMC,” says Brooke Bridges, also a 2019
tingent departs for Washington, D.C., where they will join more
delegate. “I had so much fun and learned so much about our
than 1,600 of their peers from around the country. The deadline
government. The experiences from this trip and friends I made
to apply for this fantastic trip is Feb. 14, 2020.
along the way will forever hold a special place in my heart.
“I learned the valuable lesson of friendship in unfamiliar
places,” Bridges adds. “I did not have a single acquaintance as
I began this trip, and I now have close friends who I will never
forget. I will no longer be uncomfortable being completely
alone, as I now realize that no one will judge me as much as
• June 18: Kickoff banquet, Atlanta
I initially think. Friends are everywhere, and it’s so easy to
• June 19: Team-building activities; flight to Washington, D.C.
make them!”
• June 20: Tour and lunch at Mount Vernon; photo op at
Scheduled this year from June 18-25, 2020, the Youth Tour
White House; dinner at Union Station; evening guided tour
kicks off in Atlanta with a banquet for EMC representatives,
of memorials, including World War II, Martin Luther King Jr.,

BETH McMILLAN

Washington Youth Tour
2020 Tentative Itinerary

Hart EMC delegates Jesse Robertson and Brooke Bridges pose during a
photo op in front of the White House.
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Franklin Delano Roosevelt and Thomas Jefferson
• June 21: Guided tour of Lincoln, Korean War and Vietnam
Veterans memorials; Arlington National Cemetery guided
tour; lunch at the Kennedy Center; dinner performance of
“Spamalot” at Toby’s Dinner Theatre in Columbia, Md.
• June 22: All States assembly; tour Smithsonian Institution
museums; U.S. Archives; dinner in Old Town Alexandria, Va.;
cruise on Potomac River
• June 23: Tour Supreme Court, 9/11 Pentagon Memorial;
Sunset Parade at U.S. Marine Corps War Memorial (Iwo Jima
statue)
• June 24: Meet with Georgia’s congressional delegation;
tour U.S. Capitol and visit House and Senate galleries; All
States farewell event
• June 25: Return flight to Atlanta
Note: Itinerary is subject to change
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‘Soda pop co-op’ offers
experience, knowledge
T
he annual Washington Youth Tour (WYT)
offers Georgia delegates many opportunities. They spend a week bonding with peers while
learning about leadership, meeting legislators and
touring iconic locations in the nation’s capital.
A smaller group of WYT delegates also carries
home firsthand knowledge about the inner workings of a cooperative through participation in a
“soda pop co-op.” In the process, they save their
fellow delegates (and themselves) some money
and gain leadership experience.
The student-run soda pop co-op is organized
much the same as an electric co-op, with a manager and board, including a chairman. The groups
come up with a name for their co-op, determine
what kind of soft drinks and sports drinks members would like to buy and collect $1 per person
as a membership fee. The board has the option to
take out an interest-free startup loan of up to $100
from Georgia EMC for the manager to purchase
the co-op’s drink supply for the week.
Georgia has been offering the soda pop co-op
to WYT delegates since 2017, says Senior Tour
Director Gale Cutler. Several other states also
utilize the soda pop co-op activity.
There is a separate co-op for each of the
three tour buses the Georgia delegation uses
in Washington, D.C. Drinks are kept in the bus
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storage area and are available for purchase at
designated stops each day.
Brooke Bridges, a 2019 Hart EMC delegate,
served as manager of her co-op, Kaleb’s Pop
Shop. “My duties were to ensure continued
availability of cold soft drinks to co-op members,
ensure that clear and current records are kept of
cooperative sales, maintain liaison with board
members, assist with planning and carrying out
the annual meeting, hire an assistant manager
and additional staff, if needed, and delegate and
oversee responsibilities of any staff,” she says.
“After watching the co-op for a week, I saw
how useful EMCs truly are,” says Leilah Harshbarger, a 2019 Jefferson Energy Cooperative
delegate. “EMCs provide energy for rural areas,
and our co-op provided low-price drinks in a
tourist location, where drinks are typically almost
double the regular price.”
On the last night, each co-op holds a group
meeting. After repaying their loan, the teens
return any profits to members, although often
they vote to donate earnings to a site they visited
or tip their bus driver, as Kaleb’s Pop Shop did in
2019.
“He truly deserved it, as he drove us around
all week and helped us out as much as possible,”
Bridges says.

Enjoying a cold drink
during a break in
the 2019 Washington Youth Tour are,
from left, delegates
Sarah Edwards
(Habersham EMC),
Brooke Bridges (Hart
EMC), Ericka Lord
(Irwin EMC) and
Sadie Wicks (Flint
Energies). Bridges
served as manager
of Kaleb’s Pop Shop,
and Wicks was a
Peachy Pop Co-op
board member.

The 2020
Washington
Youth Tour
will take place
June 18-25.
For more information,
contact Hart EMC.

www.hartemc.com
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Sharing Success Grant,
Continued from page 22A
artists,” Taylor adds. “We will continue
to offer monthly shows and exhibits
with receptions that are free and open
to the public.”
Sharing Success is a matching
grant program created by CoBank.
The cooperative bank partners with its
customers, like Hart EMC, to support
the causes and organizations they care
about. CoBank is a national coopera-

tive bank serving industries and utilities in rural areas of all 50 states. The
bank provides loans, leases and other
financial services to agribusinesses and
rural power, water and communication
providers.
For more information on art exhibits, events and classes, visit the Hart
Regional Arts Council website at
hartregionalartscouncil.org.
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Office Closing
Hart EMC will be closed Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2020, to celebrate
New Year’s Day. We wish you a safe and blessed
New Year. Call 1 (800) 241-4109
to report outages
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Monday through Friday
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TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Toll Free. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1-800-241-4109

Hart Electric Membership Corporation is a
member-owned electric cooperative serving
more than 35,500 meters in Elbert, Franklin,
Hart, Stephens, Madison and Banks counties.
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• Hart EMC Foundation and Walter

Harrison Scholarship: Feb. 5
• Operation Round Up grant: Feb. 7
• Washington Youth Tour: Feb. 14

Planned Maintenance
January 2020
Bush Hogging and Trimming—Vanna and Dewy Rose
Pole Inspection—Reed Creek

Hart EMC is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.
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