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With Hart EMC’s Autopay, Set It and Forget It
H
art EMC now offers its members the option to use
Autopay, a self-service payment method accessed
through our payment portal. To log in to the portal, you
must create a user ID and provide a valid email address.
• Log in to your account at www.hartemc.com or through
Hart EMC’s mobile app and choose the Autopay option
from the payment menu.
• Enter either your card or banking information.
• You can opt to pay on your due date or select another
date, and your payment will process automatically
each month.
• You will receive an email confirming your posted
payment.
• You can change your payment information directly
from the payment portal anytime.

Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year!
Office Closing

All of us at Hart EMC wish you
a Merry Christmas and extend our
best wishes for a Happy New Year.
It is our sincere hope that 2020 will
bring you peace and happiness.
Our offices will be closed
Tuesday and Wednesday, Dec. 24
and 25, for Christmas holidays
and Wednesday, Jan 1, 2020, in
observance of New Year’s Day.
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If you are using our traditional bank or credit card draft
and wish to switch to Autopay, please contact our office at
(800) 241-4109 for assistance.

Guidelines for Agriculture
Deposits with Hart EMC
1.	New chicken farm accounts: A deposit
equal to at least one thousand dollars
($1,000) per chicken house shall be paid
at the time of application for service.
2.	Other new agriculture accounts (hog parlor, dairy, etc.): A deposit equal to at least a two-month
estimated bill, based on a similar location or occupantprovided billing data.
3.	New agriculture accounts at existing locations: If a
location has established an adequate history of twelve (12)
months or more, a deposit equal to a two-month average
bill shall be paid at the time of application for service. If the
new load requirements differ substantially from the previous occupants’, the deposit would then be equal to a two
months’ average estimated bill.

www.hartemc.com
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Don’t Let Energy Efficiency Take a Holiday
N
o matter what or how you celebrate, energy use tends to
increase during the holiday season. With more guests in
your home and activities taking place, your electric meter spins
a little faster than usual, costing you more money. Start the new
year off right. Celebrate the holidays efficiently so you don’t
have to worry about a high electric bill.

Decorating

• If you decorate with strings of
lights, consider LED (lightemitting diode) options.
They use over 80 percent
less energy than traditional
strings of lights and have
a longer life. Make sure to
purchase high-quality strings
from reputable sources. Safety
and the lifetime can be compromised in less expensive LED strands.
• Solar-powered lighting options are also worth considering
for decorations. Instead of having a plug handy, make sure
you have a proper location for the solar panel that powers
them.
• Place strands of electric lights on timers so they automatically turn on in the evening after the sun sets, and turn off
around bedtime. You won’t have to think about plugging and
unplugging them, or spend money powering them when
unnecessary.
• Decorate with less lighting. Consider a natural, vintage feel
for your decorations. Use items like pine cones, greenery,
candy canes, popcorn strings and gingerbread. The whole
family can get involved in decorating the home with these
safe and festive items.

Cooking

• Cook with your microwave, toaster oven or slow cooker
whenever possible. Small appliances cook quickly and more
efficiently than your oven.
• When you do use the oven, cook more than one item at a
time. Have a ham, sweet potato casserole and rolls that all
need to cook in the oven? Make some adjustments to cooking temperatures and times, and put all your dishes in at
once to take full advantage of the heat that’s being produced.
• Don’t peek! It’s tempting to open the oven door to check on
holiday treats. Use the oven light instead, and keep the door
closed. This will retain the heat where it belongs—inside
the oven.
• Glass and ceramic dishes allow you to cook food at a lower
temperature than metal baking dishes. If the recipe calls
for a metal baking pan, and you substitute glass or ceramic
cookware, reduce the temperature by about 25 degrees
Fahrenheit.
• Have food defrosted before you cook. Simply planning ahead
can cut cooking times and energy use in half. Place any
frozen dishes in the refrigerator the night before so they are
ready to go in the oven the next morning.

Around the house
Turn down your home’s thermostat a few degrees. Extra
people bustling around the home and the oven warming food
will heat up your home a few more degrees. Take advantage and
adjust your thermostat accordingly. You will save some money
on your bill, and your guests will still be comfortable.
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Hart Recipe of the Month
Bill’s Pralines
Submitted by Janet White, EMC employee
Ingredients
1 stick real butter
2 cups sugar
4 tablespoons white Karo syrup
1 cup buttermilk
3/4 teaspoon baking soda
1 cup pecans
Directions
Bring first five ingredients to a boil. Stir constantly.
Reduce heat; using a candy thermometer, bring temperature to 237 degrees or to soft ball stage. Remove
from heat, cool for 15 minutes. Beat with hand mixer
until consistency is creamy. Stir in pecans and drop
by teaspoon on waxed paper.
(Former Hart EMC employee Bill Leard always made
these pralines at Christmas and shared with everyone
at the office.)

Is It Time to Renew Your GATE Card?
T
he Georgia Agricultural Tax Exemption (GATE) card
is issued by the Georgia Department of Agriculture
to farmers and producers who are exempt from sales tax
on the inputs used in the production of their commodity.
Check the expiration date of your card and renew by Dec.
31, 2019, if necessary.
To continue receiving this sales tax exemption from
Hart EMC, you must submit your renewed card to us no
later than Dec. 31, 2019.
You may mail or email a copy of your renewed GATE
card or bring a copy to the Hart EMC office in Hartwell or
Toccoa. Mail to: Hart EMC, Attn: Kayla Cook, P.O. Box 250,
Hartwell, GA 30643 or email kayla.cook@hartemc.com.
To apply for or renew a GATE card, visit agr.georgia.gov
or call 855-FARM TAX (855-327-6829).
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Laundry tip: Dry towels and heavier cottons
separately from lighter clothing. You’ll spend
less time drying the lighter-weight items.
—Source: energy.gov

Planned Maintenance
December 2019
Bush Hogging and Tree Trimming—
Dewy Rose and Vanna
Pole Inspections—Vanna

Hart EMC is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.
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