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Celebrate

Earth Day by Saving Energy

his month will mark the 50th anniversary of Earth
Day, which is celebrated annually on April 22.
Earth’s precious natural resources are limited, so it’s
up to us to use them wisely and help preserve them for
future generations.
You may be wondering, “Where do I start and how
can I make a difference for the planet and my family?”
Make every day Earth Day. Make small changes in
energy use and soon you’ll see lower electric bills. It’s
good for you and good for the planet. Here are a few
things you could try. If you can’t do them all, just one or
two will make a difference:

•	Install a programmable thermostat. Program it
according to your weekly schedule and you’ll save
money.
•	Turn off lights, electronics and appliances when
not in use. Consider using a power strip for items
that use electricity even when they are off.
•	Replace lightbulbs with LED bulbs. They last longer
and use less energy than other types of lighting.
•	Wash clothes in cold water. They’ll be just as clean,
and your water heater won’t have to work as hard.
•	Set the water heater temperature at no more than
120 degrees. Consider an ENERGY STAR-rated

model when it’s time to replace your water heater.
•	Caulk around windows to prevent conditioned
air from escaping. Caulk is cheap and effective.
•	Schedule a free energy audit. Call Hart EMC at
1 (800) 241-4109. We’ll help you identify where
your energy dollars are spent and how to reduce
energy use.
Join Hart EMC on Wednesday, April 22, 2020, as we
celebrate Earth Day. We will be giving away free LED
lightbulbs to all co-op members who come by one of
our offices. LEDs use 70 to 80 percent less energy than
incandescent bulbs and last up to 25 percent longer.

Increase in Minimum Bill Coming in June
Beginning June 1, 2020, the minimum bill for Hart EMC members will increase
by $2.50 per month. This increase more accurately reflects the true cost of service to
provide power to a location.
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Operation Round Up Grants Now Available

T

he Hart EMC Foundation helps organizations
whose primary purpose is to improve the quality of life for residents within Hart EMC’s service area.
Funds collected from Hart EMC members rounding
their bill up to the next dollar each month are used to
award grants quarterly to nonprofit organizations.

The following is a list of organizations that were
awarded grants in 2019:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Make A Wish Foundation of Georgia
Books for Keeps
Hart County Humane Society
Rotary Club of Franklin County
Food Bank of Northeast Georgia
Franklin County Firefighters Assoc.
Reins of Life Inc.
Pilot Club of Madison County
Hart Partners/Communities in Schools
SafeHouse Ministries Inc.
People First of Stephens County
Fire House Summer Camp
Granite Country Animal Partners LLC

• Camp Twin Lakes
• Hart Life Pregnancy Care Center
OPERATION
• CSP of Northeast Georgia
• The Cancer Foundation
• Neighbors 4 Neighbors Inc.
• Ferst Readers Inc. Franklin County
• Community Partnership of Elbert Co.
• Rotary Club of Madison County
• Outsiders Farm & Sanctuary Inc.
• Hart County Animal Rescue
•	St. Vincent de Paul Georgia/
Sacred Heart
May 8 is the next deadline
for Operation Round Up grants.
Applications are available online
at hartemc.com

5 STEPS FOR SAFE DIGGING
Working on an outdoor project? Always call 8-1-1 first, because you never know what’s below.
Here are five easy steps for safe digging:

1. NOTIFY
Call 8-1-1 or make
a request online
two to three days
before you start.

2. WAIT

3. CONFIRM

4. RESPECT

Wait two to three
days for a response
to your request.
Affected utilities
will send a locator
to mark any
underground
utility lines.

Confirm that all
affected utilities
have responded
by comparing the
markers to the list of
utilities the 8-1-1 call
center notified.

Respect the markers
provided by the
affected utilities.
They are your guide
for the duration of
your project.

Source: call811.com

5. DIG
CAREFULLY

If you can’t avoid
digging near the
markers (within
18-24 inches on all
sides, depending on
state laws), consider
moving your project.

2-3
24B

Georgia Magazine

April 2020

Hart EMC Newsletter

Hart Electric Membership Corporation
MIN U TES OF AN NUA L M EETI NG , JULY 25, 2019

A

ngie Brown introduced Flat Rock CME Praise Team, who
provided the entertainment.
Jeffrey W. Murphy led those assembled in the Pledge of
Allegiance before the invocation given by Chad Smith, Lead
Pastor of The Pointe Church.
The meeting was called to order by Galen Mills, Chairman
of the Hart EMC Board of Directors. Mr. Mills welcomed all
members and guests and introduced members of the Hart EMC
Board of Directors and the Hart EMC Foundation.
Pam Gordon, Vice Chairperson of the Hart EMC Foundation,
gave a report.
The general counsel of Hart Electric Membership
Corporation, Walter J. Gordon, presided over the Business
Session. Mr. Gordon acknowledged Secretary Jerry Snow’s
certification that there were more than 150 members present,
thereby constituting a quorum according to the Bylaws. Mr.
Gordon recognized that an Official Notice of the Annual Meeting
of Members was published in the June 2019 issue of Along
These Lines. Mr. Gordon read the Mailing Certificate, which was
signed by Gayle Hartman, Production Coordinator for Georgia
EMC. It stated that 26,005 pieces of mail were sent through
Georgia Magazine by Hart Electric Membership Corporation,
containing notices to all members of the Annual Meeting to be
held on July 25, 2019.
Mr. Gordon entertained a motion and second from the floor
to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the 2018 Annual
Meeting; the motion was passed without dissent.
Ronald D. Ward gave a report from the Nominating
Committee. He announced the committee’s nominations for
the three Board of Directors positions up for election in 2019 as
follows: Donnie Cordell, District 1 (Elbert and Madison counties);
Jerry M. Snow, District 2 (Hart County); and Kay Reed, District 4
(Stephens County). Walter Gordon reported that no petitions

were filed with the cooperative in accordance with the Bylaws.
Mr. Gordon introduced the members of the Credentials
and Elections Committee. The members of the committee are
Chairperson Larry J. Fleming, Chris Camp, Ken Taylor, Vinson
Brown, Edward Allen, Jason Grafton, Beth P. Moore and Bruce M.
Brown.
Mr. Gordon recognized the nominees: Donnie Cordell, District
1 (Elbert and Madison counties); Jerry M. Snow, District 2 (Hart
County); and Kay Reed, District 4 (Stephens County). Mr. Gordon
called for a motion that Donnie Cordell, Jerry M. Snow and Kay
Reed be elected by acclamation to serve three-year terms on the
Hart EMC Board of Directors. The motion was made, seconded
and passed by the members without dissent.
Mr. Gordon introduced members of the Nominating
Committee. Afterward, Jeffrey W. Murphy presented the
President’s Report.
Following the President’s Report, Mr. Gordon asked if there
was any old business to be brought before the body. There was
none. Mr. Gordon asked if there was any new business to be
brought before the body. There was none.
Keith Brown conducted the drawing for door prizes. Caleb
Smith, 7-year-old son of Josh and Amanda Smith, drew the
numbers for the many valuable prizes that were given away.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Galen Mills, Chairman

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Jerry M. Snow, Secretary

A Chance to Show Some Love to Your Co-op
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ttention, members: We need your help. Georgia Magazine is doing a series of stories as part of a
feature titled “I love my co-op” for the October issue. We’d love for Hart EMC to be mentioned in
Back to th
e future
the article.
We encourage you to write a short story about why you appreciate Hart EMC or a photo that shows
your appreciation, or your child or grandchild can create a picture showing what you love about Hart
EMC. Georgia Magazine will choose what will be printed from among those submitted.
Please send your entries to Attn: I Love My Co-op, Georgia Magazine, P.O. Box 1707, Tucker, GA
30085, or email magazine@georgiaemc.com. Participants should include their name, mailing address, phone number, email address and the name of their electric co-op. The deadline is July 31, 2020.
Stories should be 150 words or less, photos (300 dpi) or children’s art (pencil or crayon drawings or paintings, no larger
than 10 inches x 12 inches).
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Hart Recipe of the Month

‘owned by those we serve’
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Galen Mills

Chairman, Elberton

Easy Spinach Strawberry Salad
Ingredients
Salad
1 10-ounce bag baby spinach
½ medium red onion, sliced
1 ½ cups sliced strawberries
1/3 cup Feta cheese, crumbled
½ cup chopped walnuts*

Guerry Hall

Vice Chairman, Carnesville

Jerry Snow

Secretary-Treasurer, Hartwell

David M. Fleming
Hartwell

Johnny M. Peeples
Royston

Kay H. Reed
Toccoa

Donnie Cordell
Dewy Rose

Jeff Murphy

Dressing
¼ cup balsamic vinegar
3 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil
2 tablespoons honey
1 tablespoon poppy seeds
½ teaspoon Dijon mustard
¼ teaspoon kosher or coarse sea salt
Pepper, to taste

President/CEO

Keith Brown, P.E.
COO

Russell Shirley

Senior Vice President,
Technical Services

Ed Hoy, P.E.

Vice President,
Engineering & Operations

Directions
Toast walnuts in a skillet over medium heat for 5-10 minutes. To make the dressing, combine all ingredients—vinegar, oil, honey, poppy seeds, mustard, salt and
pepper—in a Mason jar or small bowl. Shake or whisk until thoroughly combined.
Set aside. To make the salad, gently toss all salad ingredients in a large bowl with the
prepared dressing. Serve immediately.

Angie Brown

Editor, Director of Public Relations

*It’s also delicious with pecans.

OFFICE HOURS
8:00 am – 5:00 pm
Monday through Friday
1-800-241-4109 for outages
24 hours a day,
365 days a year

HART EMC
TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Toll Free. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1-800-241-4109

Hart Electric Membership Corporation is a
member-owned electric cooperative serving
more than 35,500 meters in Elbert, Franklin,
Hart, Stephens, Madison and Banks counties.

Planned Maintenance
April 2020
Bush Hogging and Tree Trimming—Sandy Cross
and Lavonia
Spraying—Heardmont and Reed Creek
Pole Inspection—Reed Creek

Hart EMC is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.
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